The connexion between such an origin of our own little planet, the earth, and its powers of maintaining and propagating human existence, does not, to say the least, appear very striking at first sight.
To those, however, who may feel disposed, and have sufficient time, to wade through this rather heavy, and certainly abstruse subject, a subject, moreover, for the due understanding of which, no small degree of imaginative exertion is required, such connexion will not appear quite so improbable. For our parts, however, we must decline attempting any thing like an analysis of this very profound work; it would, indeed, be quite out of place in the pages of a Journal, the prominent character, and legitimate object of which has ever been the discussion and elucidation of matters more immediately connected with practical medicine. We shall, in the meantime, present our readers with some of the more important and practical results deduced from the principles laid down in it.
lhe author divides his work into three grand Sections to convert foreign substances into its own nature, and of forming them into consentient organs, co-operating for one and the same end. We shall not here enter into all the details of our author's reasoning, but shall state the conclusion to which he comes, viz. that organic beings possess the power of assimilating to themselves heterogeneous substances, and also that their existence depends on the possibility of their changing the peculiar qualities of foreign bodies, so that they may be converted into nutriment for themselves.
The principle of unity, above alluded to, in the entire kingdom of nature, establishes it accordingly as an indispensable condition, that every body in nature, according to its different position, must make use of those placed beneath it in organic dignity for its own support, just as itself is marked out for the reparation of all others which are placed above it in organic development. But So soon as the first molecule of the first material germ of life is formed, the external world already begins to act on it, and it evinces its self-subsistence and its inner life by its capability of withstanding such aggressions. No doubt it gives off every moment a part of itself to this aggressor, but for this it is continually attracting other portions to itself; a continued reciprocal action, a never ceasing 1843] The Dependence of Physical fyc. 171 struggle, is accordingly established between this new creation and the external world; the latter wishes to rob it of its self-subsistence and of the materials appropriated to itself, whilst the former will appropriate to itself a constantly encreasing quantum of material, it will encrease, and go on to form itself according to its own fashion. The internal vital power of this new being struggles therefore with the external world about the appropriation of its material substratum. Should this internal vital power be sufficiently strong to overcome the opposition of those substances, which would thwart its progress onwards, it gains in matter, and to this matter it annexes a higher degree of vitality; if it be able only to paralyse the above-mentioned opposition, then the material loss becomes just equal to the cotemporaneous gain, and the degree of vitality continues in the same degree; but should the vital power succumb in the struggle, its material substratum vanishes every moment, and itself is constantly diminishing more and more, and approaches to that state, in which it originally presented the first molecule of its material germ to the external world for the object of the struggle. and now, when I have the power of selection, I almost invariably resort to the heated iron." "Thoughthere are still many prejudices against it, and certainly many just objections to its indiscriminate use, it seems to be more in vogue among modern surgeons than it once was; and, under judicious guidance, it appears to me a more manageable, equally efficient, and less painful counter-irritant than either of those last mentioned. It is, besides, highly serviceable in arresting hemorrhage, when no other means will answer, and is altogether of much use in surgery, as will be explained more particularly afterwards. It must be confessed, however, that there is an appearance of rudeness and cruelty in its application, which must always render its frequent use objectionable in modern practice."
The application of the cautery over a large surface with intervals, so as to avoid a slough?and the beneficial action of this method upon chronic cases of diseased bone or periosteum, are at once judicious and practical. Among the modern improvements of surgery, apparently trifling, but in reality important, we believe cold and warm water dressing may deservedly be placed very high in the list?were it merely for the exile of poultices, or " cover sluts," as they have been not inaptly termed, which it is their tendency to effect, the practical benefit would be great.
We cordially concur in the praise given by our author to this means of reducing inflammation.
" If I deemed warmth required, instead of using a poultice, I would wrap the part up in wet lint, and cover it with oiled silk. Moisture 
